FROM THIRTY YEARS WITH FREUD
about the body of his mother or his nurse. There is
a regression to this early experience in the situation
at the dissection table. Along with the unconscious
memory of the mother, the old rage against the
father is also aroused. The father always repre-
sented interference and prohibition to the child's
sexuality.
It is significant that, in the psychic processes the
physician describes, the sexual strivings appear to
focus in the eye (Shakespeare calls the eye the
" match-maker of love "), while the forbidding and
repressing forces take the ear for organ. The pro-
found impression the sight of the woman's corpse
made upon the young doctor was succeeded by
doubts which manifested themselves in the form of
an inner dialogue. A warning voice speaks within
him and his mind replies to it. It is not hard to
understand what aspects of the development of the
child are here repeated. The inner voice is a mani-
festation of the superego, of the father of childhood
who has been absorbed into the ego. It is he who
warns against the release of the impulses and the
defiance to God. Here, then, the uprising of obscure
impulses is put down by the memory of the father's
voice and of the voices of his representatives whom
the child revered and dreaded: the teacher and the
priest. There is a curious reaction to this pro-
hibition. The ego ("my spirit") responds: If I
can be shown with certainty that Christian doctrine
is true and that the Bible is the Word of God, I
will accept it. Such demand for proof is an old
story for theology. Again and again characters in
the Bible and in the other holy books plead for
some proof of religious truths which will be acces-
sible to their senses. They want signs and miracles
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